How Small Craft Warnings are Generated and some buoy links

Marty,

Thank you fro contacting us regarding small craft advisories.  It is great to hear that you are using your my.boatus.com personal website to access weather information.  The National Weather Service issues Small Craft Advisories based on the criteria below.  For the Eastern area the criteria is frequent gusts ranging between 25 and 33 knots and/or seas or waves 5 – 7 feet or greater.  There is a note that “lower threshold area dependent.”  Meaning that it is possible to lower this criterion in certain areas.  It is possible that the local forecasters have lowered the threshold in your area.  Small craft advisories and other forecasting tools do help us all make decisions about when to go out on the water, and the more accurate they are the better.  Another great source for information is the Ocean Observing system buoys which can give you real time information about the conditions on the water.  Be sure to keep in mind that actual conditions can change quickly and the forecasters may know of an approaching low that could indicate deteriorating conditions.  I hope this information and links are helpful.  If you have additional questions do not hesitate to contact me. 

Best regards, 

Susan Shingledecker

 

 

From the National Weather Service: 

SMALL CRAFT ADVISORY: An advisory issued by coastal and Great Lakes Weather Forecast Offices (WFO) for areas included in the Coastal Waters Forecast or Nearshore Marine Forecast (NSH) products. Thresholds governing the issuance of small craft advisories are specific to geographic areas. A Small Craft Advisory may also be issued when sea or lake ice exists that could be hazardous to small boats. There is no precise definition of a small craft. Any vessel that may be adversely affected by Small Craft Advisory criteria should be considered a small craft. Other considerations include the experience of the vessel operator, and the type, overall size, and sea worthiness of the vessel. There is no legal definition of "small craft". The Small Craft Advisory is an advisory in Coastal Waters and Nearshore forecasts for sustained winds, frequent gusts, or sea/wave conditions, exceeding defined thresholds specific to geographic areas. A Small Craft Advisory may also be issued when sea or lake ice exists that could be hazardous to small boats. 

Eastern (ME..SC, Lake Erie, Lake Ontario) - Sustained winds or frequent gusts ranging between 25 and 33 knots (except 20 to 25 knots, lower threshold area dependent, to 33 knots for harbors, bays, etc.) and/or seas or waves 5 to 7 feet and greater, area dependent. 

Central (MN..OH) - Sustained winds or frequent gusts (on the Great Lakes) between 22 and 33 knots inclusive, and/or seas or waves greater than 4 feet. 

Southern (GA..TX and Caribbean) - Sustained winds of 20 to 33 knots, and/or forecast seas 7 feet or greater that are expected for more than 2 hours. 

Western (WA..CA) - Sustained winds of 21 to 33 knots, potentially in combination with wave heights exceeding 10 feet (or wave steepness values exceeding local thresholds). 

Alaska (AK) - Sustained winds or frequent gusts of 23 to 33 knots. A small craft advisory for rough seas may be issued for sea/wave conditions deemed locally significant, based on user needs, and should be no lower than 8 feet. 

Hawaii (HI), Samoa - Sustained winds 25 knots or greater and seas 10 feet or greater. 

Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands - Sustained winds 22 to 33 knots and/or combined seas of 10 feet or more. 

“Frequent gusts”are typically long duration conditions (greater than 2 hours). 

 

Here are some buoy links from the Mid Atlantic Coastal Ocean Observing Regional Association: 

My Sound
Website: http://www.lisicos.uconn.edu/
Sound Science
Website: http://www.sunysb.edu/soundscience
New Haven PORTS 
Website: http://www.co-ops.nos.noaa.gov/nhports/nhports.shtml
New York Harbor Observation and Prediction System (NYHOPS) 
Website: http://www.stevens.edu/maritimeforecast 


New York/New Jersey PORTS 
Website: http://co-ops.nos.noaa.gov/nyports/nyports.html

New Jersey Shelf Observing System (NJSOS) 
Website: http://www.marine.rutgers.edu/cool/
Coastal Ocean Observation Lab CODAR Surface Current Maps 
Website: http://www.marine.rutgers.edu/mrs/codar.html
 

 

 

 

________________________________________________
 

Susan Shingledecker
Director of Environmental Programs
BoatU.S. Foundation
147 Old Solomons Island Road, Suite 513
Annapolis, MD 21401
(703) 823-9550, ext. 8358
Fax: (410) 897-0396
http://www.boatus.com/foundation/


From: Marty [mailto:mhudecek@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2007 8:47 AM
To: _Boatingsafety
Subject: Small craft warnings
 

I usually check the NOAA Marine Forcasts every day which I have on my BoatUS personal page  (even when I am not going out on the boat)
 

I notice that many times there are small craft warnings issued when (example) the coastal waters along the east coast (New Jersey and Long Island) call for 10 kt winds and seas of 2 - 3 ft.
 

I see more often that not, small craft warnings issued.  I have in fact gone out in some of these conditions and found them to be ideal coastal boating conditions.
 

My question is how are small craft warnings defined and how do I determine that NOAA is not crying Wolf?
 

